Tourism and sustainable development in the Blue Mountains Biosphere Reserve, Chiapas, Mexico
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In the last three decades, tourism in Mexico has experimented the largest territorial expansion in its history, based on the promotion of a massive tourism model, with well-known, and highly publicized, negative effects on the environment, local cultures and the economy. However, the incorporation of new ways to encouraging sustainable development in the Mexican tourist economy, as recent as they are, has added a new ingredient to the spatial organization of these activities in certain regions, particularly rural regions, all over the country.  In this context, our research examines the territorial organization resulting from the implementation of new ways of operating and promoting tourism in one of the most pristine natural areas of Mexico, still untouched by ferocious foresting: the Blue Mountains Biosphere Reserve in the state of Chiapas.  Ironically, this reserve is home to one of the most marginalized indigenous groups in the country: the lacandon people.  The integration of this native population, as a social agent vigorously participating in the organization of tourism in their own land, is one of the few serious attempts to achieve sustainable development in the Blue Mountains of Southern Mexico.

