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The aim of this paper is to analyze the role and incidence of the mass tourism development in the social change and the modernization process of the society of the Balearic Islands (Spain). The tourism development has affected to the social values, way of life, and consumption patterns and propitiated the emergency of new and powerful economic classes. 

The mass tourism is implanted on an rural islands whose society was characterized by the use of traditional rules in those that the religion, the tradition and the political conformism were basic aspects. The arrival of important flows of tourists (2003: more than 10 million tourists) as well as of an important immigratory flow so much residential as labor they suppose a crash among different cultures, ways of life and collective behaviors, idealized between an industrialized North and a South Mediterranean of traditional and of rural base. The tourism becomes, on one hand, a factor of economic development and modernization of the Balearic Islands society but also in an introductory element of new social rules that imply homogenización and of social and cultural assimilation processes.

