The Structure of the package tourism sector and its implications for Caribbean Islands
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During the 1990s, the European package tourism industry has experienced considerable consolidation, as well as horizontal and vertical integration. At the same time, the tourism sector suffered from external events leading to increased competition between sun, sand and sea destinations. This paper contributes to the current debate on the globalisation of tourism by examining the relationship between a typical sun, sand and sea destination in the Caribbean and the changing structural organisation of the package tourism industry in Europe. The commodity-chain approach is applied to the case study of British package tourism to St. Lucia in order to analyse its structure and spatial distribution. First, the commodification process of tourism is considered, before turning to a macro-level analysis of the tourism system, following the vertical assembly of the tourism commodity. The buyer-driven governance pattern of UK package tourism to St. Lucia highlights the vulnerability of tourism destinations when facing exogenous factors such as the structure of international tourism.
