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The spatial organisation of Rio de Janeiro State (unity of Brazilian Federation which has the highest degree of urbanisation) is traditionally seen as the marked prime of its metropolitan area which concentrates resources, power, information and ¾ of the Rio de Janeiro State population. However, the countryside has been showing in the last two decades great conspicuousness of resumption of economic increase, raising counterurbanisation.


Tourism and leisure are among the main activities responsible for the economic and demographic increase in many villages and small cities. Nowadays, there is a new territorial organisation in the Rio de Janeiro State, with the tendency of a scattered urbanisation. The aim of this paper is to analyse tourism urbanization (as it was studied by Mullins, 1991) in Rio de Janeiro State, its nature and its dimension, as a economic restructuring process with strong spatial impacts.

