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Gambling is an industry which has in the past two decades experienced unprecedented growth worldwide. Gambling is no longer a minor activity confined to the fringes of society and isolated ‘bright lights’ locations. Rather, as the provision and consumption of gambling products increases, it is increasingly becoming a major component of many national and state economies. Additionally, although geographical analysis of gambling industries is still in its infancy, some trends and patterns in the supply and use of gambling products are beginning to emerge.
This paper outlines some evidence pointing to distinct geographies of gambling including historical developments, industry structure and gambler behaviour. While much of the discussion evolves around data generated in Australia, findings from other parts of the world are included where appropriate.  

A central component of the evidence presented here is data from two recent surveys of population gambling behaviour in Australia. The surveys, conducted in two different jurisdictions (New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory), and incorporating responses from over 1000 and 2000 persons respectively, identified numerous geographical patterns of gambling facility use. The findings indicate some clear socio-spatial patterns of gambling behaviour evident in the populations under examination, many of which appear to be related to structural characteristics of the local gambling environment.
