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Developed and refined in the West, the sustainable approach of community tourism has recently drawn attention among tourism researchers of China due to various impacts emerged in the country’s rapidly growing tourism economy. However, there are some essential differences between the views of Chinese and Western scholars regarding the concept of community tourism: is it a democratic process or merely a planning strategy and; should sustaining the community or tourism be the overall objective? To appreciate the differences, this paper examines China’s contradictions associated with tourism development in order to identify obstacles to actualising community tourism in China. By a paradoxical approach to studying modernity in China, the contradictions are examined under three major issues of contemporary discussions on modernity: the relationship between economy and politics, the question of civil society and public sphere and, the development towards democracy. The examination suggests the present situation in China may not be suitable for directly applying the Western concept of community tourism. The paper concludes with a proposal that the study of community tourism in China should attempt to appreciate the Chinese modernity, in its dominant form, remains a false modernity.
