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This presentation seeks to explain how the conflictual relations between the Mashantucket Pequots (owners of Foxwood Casino and Resort, a major tourist destination in Connecticut, USA) and the white residents of surrounding townships spring from the rapports established between the two communities in the 18th century. These sparrings are certainly partly based on the original conflict in the seventeenth century between two groups wanting to occupy the same space. American Indians, however, have remained in New England despite seventeenth century statements about their disappearance. They were displaced to reservations, relegating these last to the margins of the new society.

Both communities (American Indian and European settlers) have constructed discourses since the eighteenth century to express the reality they live and the environment in which they struggle. Lyotard underlines the incommensurability of discourses and their component statements. Communities and their discourses are thus necessarily at odds with each other when they try to apprehend the same reality or to share the same space. Foucault’s focus on power reveals how one perspective can become the dominant discourse whose assumed universality becomes the only acceptable narrative. American Indians were thus silenced and repressed as their “little narratives” had no place in a world of rational evidence. The European society of today demonstrates, through its statements about Foxwoods Casino and Resort, its continued refusal to accept difference not coded in western representations, such as the ability of American Indians to be wealth generating entrepreneurs. 

