Sustainable Tourism – a trustworthy concept?
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The paper addresses both the concept of sustainable development and the concept of Sustainable Tourism. The author argues that the complexity and global character of the tourism industry is not in harmony with a sustainable development as it is formulated in both the “Brundtland report” and Agenda21. It is still unsolved how to implement sustainability in its deeper sense of the notion into the system of tourism. The challenges the tourism industry encounter today are, as a consequence, not only a concern for the industry itself, but must be seen in relation to both local communities and the more normative aspects as global welfare for present and future generations.

The theoretical discussion is based upon empirical research of the Norwegian accommodation and catering industry and their attitudes towards the concept and content of sustainable development, and what actions they have taken to move their industry in a more environmental friendly direction.

