Models and generations of touristic places : reflexions on the development of tourism since 1700
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How touristic places are produced over time? Is it possible to propose types of touristic places from a spatio-temporal point of view? In the context of reflexions on invariants and changes of the production of touristic places, we will analyze some of the processes involving in the development of tourism since 1700 through the production of touristic places. The purpose is to analyze a great number of places in order to evaluate the processes of evolution and the changing conditions of the production of touristic places. We will propose some models and generations of touristic places – lieu de villégiature, comptoir, station, ville, région – which are embedded in five periods of tourism – tourisme pionnier, artisanal, en nombres, de masse diversifié – illustrated by numerous examples of places. The guiding questions are the following: how the place is shaped trough the different actors (tourists, investments, State…)? How do they negociate to perpetuate tourism even if the social context of tourism changes? Are those models of places present nowadays or is there merely coincidation between one model of place and one period of tourism? This spatio-temporal analysis of tourism, it is hoped, will allow to move beyond the singularities of touristic places from the earliest times of tourism till today.

