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Hungary has a special place within Europe. As one of the new member states of the European Union it needs to find its place within the system of the integration. At the same time our country is located along the external border of the EU and thus it means a kind of a bridge to non-member countries. Rivers and mountains are all natural elements which do not respect the state borders created by man. Therefore, an ecological-geographic system should be created for the solution of the environmental problems.
Several developments can be detected so far in Hungary with respect to all areas of the economic, political and social life. This includes not only the actions taken by the local governments and the central government but also the missions and objectives of cross-border co-operations and integrations. Within these, one of the most dynamically developing fields is tourism. The various forms of tourism play different roles in Hungary and have different requirements. 

The research area is located along the eastern border of Hungary – which shall soon become the external border of the EU if only temporarily. A couple of decades ago, the people living on the Great Plain of Hungary decided to create a lake in the middle of the puszta. This is how after the damming up of the River Tisza, the Lake Tisza was created with its 127 km2 area. It may be called unique especially because the living water of the River Tisza runs through it and thus it might be difficult to call it a lake. On the one hand it is a advantageous but on the other hand the floods and pollutions affecting the River Tisza in the past few years (or even decades) make this aspect disadvantageous. This Janus-faced situation may be – and it is already – utilised in many ways. Today, the northern part of the Lake Tisza constitutes part of the “World Heritage” with its bird reserve and the Lake Tisza offers a wide-scale of possibilities for the visitors. 
The authors intend to give an insight to the development of this new oasis for water sports, anglers, hunters from Hungary and abroad. The sustainability of the Lake Tisza depends on the management and environmental management; therefore, the authors analyse and compare both sides of the utilisation of the lake: the demand and the offer. The analysis pays special attention to the role of the local governments, interregional co-operations (including the possibilities offered by the cross-border co-operations in the region), the central government and the European Union in the development of this segment of tourism.
