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Pilgrimage, whether traditional and religious or modern and secular, is experiencing resurgence around the world. This research project deals with the phenomenon of pilgrimage to the tombs of Saintly Jews in Israel. It's is to describe and analyse the characteristics of Jewish pilgrims to holy tomb sites in Israel at the present time, and to assess the phenomenon of pilgrimage- Tourism. This includes the motives for pilgrimage, activities during the pilgrimage and an examination of the influence of tourism on it.

The methods were based on 145 questionnaires with the pilgrims at four different sites, interviews with the pilgrims and with the staff of the organized tours to the sites, observations in situ and participant observation. 

The findings are that the visitor population ranged widely from very religious Orthodox pilgrims, through "Traditional" pilgrims-tourists to Secular tourists. The features of present day pilgrims as shown can be represented on a scale.  At one end is secularism and at the other ‘a spiritual quest.’ The scale can be described as secularism versus spiritual, and tourism versus pilgrimage. This typology also allows us to offer a model of the development of the sites.

The survey highlights the increasing convergence of old-fashioned pilgrimage and current tourism, which have much in common. Additionally, it emphasises the increasing connection between holy sites, sites, the 'New Age' phenomena, social change, politics, ideology and culture.

